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Independent and Subordinate Clauses 
 Independent (main) clause – expresses a complete thought. 

Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 
 Subordinate (dependent) clause – doesn’t express a complete thought 

and cannot stand alone as a sentence. 
 Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 

               
Directions: Underline the dependent clause once & the subordinate clause twice. 

1.  We didn’t get a cocker spaniel because they have to be groomed. 

2.  Even though Pam practiced daily, she made several mistakes during the recital. 

3.  After you cross the state line, you need to turn onto the first road on the left. 

4.  You need to fluff them in the dryer after you take the clothes off the line, 

5.  If it doesn’t rain today, you need to water the flowers and shrubs. 

6. Although some people didn’t want to read the Scarlett Letter, they enjoyed it. 

7.  I couldn’t find a place to park when I arrived at the doctor’s office. 

8.  I couldn’t imagine vampires sparkling in the sunlight until I saw the movie. 

9.  Until Sandy moved into the neighborhood, nobody liked to ride skateboards. 

10.  We all got in trouble for laughing at him when Barry colored his hair green. 

11.  Since you added parmesan cheese to the recipe, it tastes much better. 

12.  Once we get the background painted, it won’t take long to finish the project. 
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