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Independent and Subordinate Clauses 
 Independent (main) clause – expresses a complete thought. 

Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 
 Subordinate (dependent) clause – doesn’t express a complete 

thought and cannot stand alone as a sentence. 
 Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 
               

Directions:  Add an independent clause to the following subordinate clauses, to make a 
complete sentence.  Remember to capitalize and punctuate as needed. 

1. in order to complete the project on time________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. because my mom didn’t tell me _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. when he brought a pig to school _________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. when Sandy forgot her phone _________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. although Tommy is a talented guitarist __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. even though he never could prove it ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. in case you didn’t read the directions __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. after I discovered a huge diamond ____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. since you visited last summer ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  which is my favorite movie ____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Independent and Subordinate Clauses 
 Independent (main) clause – expresses a complete thought. 

Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 
 Subordinate (dependent) clause – doesn’t express a complete 

thought and cannot stand alone as a sentence. 
 Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 
               

Directions:  Add an independent clause to the following subordinate clauses, to make a 
complete sentence.  Remember to capitalize and punctuate as needed. 

1. in order to complete the project on time  Answers will vary.  Sample given. 

I need to start working in order to complete the project on time. 

2. because my mom didn’t tell me _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. when he brought a pig to school _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. when Sandy forgot her phone _________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. although Tommy is a talented guitarist __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. even though he never could prove it ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. in case you didn’t read the directions __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. after I discovered a huge diamond ____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. since you visited last summer ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  which is my favorite movie ____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 


