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Independent and Subordinate Clauses 
 Independent (main) clause – expresses a complete thought. 

Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 
 Subordinate (dependent) clause – doesn’t express a complete 

thought and cannot stand alone as a sentence. 
 Sandy likes to read mysteries because she wants to be a detective. 
               
 
 

Directions: Underline the dependent clause once & the subordinate clause twice. 

1.  Stacy has lived in ten different countries because his dad is in the military. 

2.  If you need a dog sitter this weekend, you need to call me by Wednesday. 

3.  As long as you exercise daily, you should be able to eat 2000 calories. 

4.  Until you decide to obey my rules, you are not allowed to have company. 

5.  Tammy sold many necklaces because she chose to use turquoise and coral. 

6.  Your hair looks good even though it was Sam’s first time to cut hair. 

 7.  Before you accuse her of not being honest, you should learn the facts. 

8.  When I finish this test, I am going to study for the next one. 

9.  You need to mow the grass if you want to go to the party tonight. 

10.  Billy says he doesn’t like tomatoes even though he eats them on burgers. 

               

Directions:  Add an independent clause to make a complete sentence. 

11.  when he makes that silly face ___________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________ 

12.  if you really think it is wise _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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