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    The Subordinate Clause 
 Is a dependent clause. 
 Does not express a complete thought. 
 Cannot stand by itself as a complete sentence. 

    Example: 
 After I stopped screaming, I started laughing. 
 I was afraid because I couldn’t see anything. 

 

Directions:  Underline the subordinate (dependent) clause in each sentence. 

1.  I’d love to go deep sea diving because I’d love to see all the interesting sea creatures. 

2.  Although some may appear scary, many of them are quite beautiful.   

3.  Since I’ve never been before, I don’t know if I would be scared. 

4.  I don’t think that I would be because I would be so fascinated by the creatures. 

5.  It would be interesting to see the jellyfish since there are so many varieties. 

               

Directions:  If the underlined part of the sentence is an independent clause, write 
IND in the blank.  If it is a subordinate clause, write SUB in the blank. 

___ 6.  When I was at the aquarium last year, I saw a purple, striped jellyfish. 

___ 7.  I also saw a clear fish, and a fish that had huge, sharp teeth. 

___ 8.  I love to eat cucumbers, but I don’t think I’d like to eat a deep sea cucumber. 

___ 9.  I think I would be afraid of some of the creatures because they are scary looking. 

___ 10.  I never knew an octopus had a mouth until I saw one at the aquarium. 

___ 11.  I think I would like to study marine biology since sea creatures are so interesting. 

___ 12.  Since there are so many species, it must be impossible to see them all. 

   ___ 13.  I would love to see the really beautiful ones, but the ugly ones are very interesting. 

___ 14.  When I was at the aquarium, I talked to a marine biologist. 

___ 15.  After I talked to her, I think I want to be a marine biologist, also. 
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