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Rules for Using the Comma        
 

 Use a comma before the conjunction in a compound sentence. 
Jenny didn’t win the contest, but she won second place. 
Sammy loves to play basketball, and he loves to play baseball. 
 

 Use a comma after a dependent clause that begins a sentence. 
After eating supper, I am going to watch a movie. 
Because you asked so politely, I will give you another cookie. 
 

 Use a comma after an introductory participial phrase, infinitive 
phrases, or prepositional phrases of four words or more. 
Needing to make more money, Jim decided to take a second job. 
To enter the contest, please complete the enclosed form. 
If you follow my advice, you will have no problems. 
 

Directions:  Edit the following sentences for needed commas. 

1.  Mary listens to rock music but Jimmy prefers country music. 

2.  Wanting to leave on time Candy laid her clothes out the night before. 

3.  Although I studied I didn’t do well on the test. 

4.  I don’t usually like oysters yet I enjoyed this dish. 

5.  To play the piano well you must practice every day. 

7.  Before the next election you need to register to vote. 

8.  If you need my help you must ask for it. 
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