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Rules for Using the Comma 2       

 
 Use a comma to separate the quotation from the rest of the 

sentence that explains or introduces it. 
Angie screamed, “A car is coming!” 
 

 Use a comma inside the last quotation mark in a statement or a 
command if the quote is at the beginning of the sentence. 
“I don’t believe a word you are saying,” said Don. 
 

 Use a comma to set off an appositive or nonessential phrase. 
Timmy, the new kid in school, is a very talented singer. 
My favorite teacher, Mr. Nichols, is retiring this year. 
 

 Use a comma after a noun of direct address. 
Larry, did you hear what I said? 
I need you to go with me, Cindy, or I wouldn’t have asked you. 
 

Directions:  Edit the following sentences and add commas if needed. 

1.  Mrs. White the best baker in town is making my birthday cake. 

2.  “I am not convinced” said Jimmy “but I am willing to give it a try.” 

3.  James are you going to go with me to the store? 

4.  Susan whined “I don’t want to go to the doctor.” 

5.  Penny a long-time friend of mine is coming to visit next month. 

6.  “I knew that Vinny would not go with us” said Gary. 

7.  Nancy said “I am leaving in a few minutes.” 

8.  Jimmy I need you to clean your room. 
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