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Directions:  Read the paragraph and add any needed commas. 
 

The Missing Puppy 

 Wendy had begged her parents for a new puppy for months.  She 
didn't really think she would get one but she just couldn't give up hope.  
When her birthday finally arrived she saw a huge box with holes in the 
top of it sitting beside her other presents.  Anticipating that it was a new 
puppy she begged to open the presents before the cake and ice cream.  
After much begging Wendy's mother agreed to let her open just one 
present.  Wendy of course chose the big box.  To her parents' surprise 
the box was empty when she opened it.  Wendy thought they were playing 
a mean trick on her so she started to cry.  She couldn't believe they 
would do this to her.  Hearing laughter in the background Wendy stopped 
crying to see what was happening.  Jimmy her older brother was standing 
in the doorway with a wiggly excited puppy in his arms.  She ran to him 
and got her new puppy.  Jimmy explained that he had taken the puppy out 
to give it some water.  Since he thought she would open her presents last 
he didn't think anybody would miss the puppy while he was gone.  Seeing 
how sorry her brother was for messing up her surprise Wendy gave him a 
hug and told him not to be upset.  If she had not begged to open the 
presents early this never would have happened so it was just as much her 
fault as his.  Wendy of course was just happy that she had received the 
best present ever a new puppy. 

(19 missing commas) 
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