Name _________________________________

Date _________________

Avoiding Run-On Sentences
Run‐on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are not joined together properly. These
mistakes often happen when:




The new thought begins with a pronoun.
The new thought begins with a transitional expression or conjunctive adverb.
The new thought begins with a directional word such as then.

There are four ways of correcting run‐on sentences:


Separate the two sentences using a period.
(Ex: Today was very hot. It was 100 degrees.)
 Make a compound sentence.
(Ex: Kelly likes pizza, but Ally likes to eat hotdogs.)
 Connect the two ideas with a semi‐colon.
(Ex: It was very hot today; it was 100 degrees.)
 Create a complex sentence.
(Ex: Kelly likes pizza; however, Ally likes to eat hotdogs.)
(Ex: Although I like to play tennis, Ally likes to play basketball.)
Direction: Correctly punctuation the run-on sentences. If it is correct, write C beside it.
1. The dress I bought for the prom is beautiful but it was expensive.
2. The lead singer of the band quite therefore they cancelled their concert.
3. A deer streaked across the road in front of us it almost got hit.
4. Sometimes I wish I was an adult, however I also enjoy being a kid.
5. The new furniture looked great in my room, I need a new bedspread now.
6. The collapse of the building was a surprise nevertheless everyone managed to escape.
7. It is always a good idea to prepare for a speech it will make you be less nervous.
8. I ordered my new shirt online, I got free shipping on it, too.
9. Painting is my passion therefore I make time to paint every day.
10. I saved money to go to Disney World then I spent it all on jewelry.
11. I do not enjoy fishing nevertheless I often go with my friends.
12. I went to the doctor yesterday, he gave me two shots.
13. Everyone should know how to read I can’t imagine not being able to read.
14. Our fence was damaged in the storm therefore we are getting a new one.
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Avoiding Run-On Sentences Answers
Run‐on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are not joined together properly. These
mistakes often happen when:




The new thought begins with a pronoun.
The new thought begins with a transitional expression or conjunctive adverb.
The new thought begins with a directional word such as then.

There are four ways of correcting run‐on sentences:


Separate the two sentences using a period.
(Ex: Today was very hot. It was 100 degrees.)
 Make a compound sentence.
(Ex: Kelly likes pizza, but Ally likes to eat hotdogs.)
 Connect the two ideas with a semi‐colon.
(Ex: It was very hot today; it was 100 degrees.)
 Create a complex sentence.
(Ex: Kelly likes pizza; however, Ally likes to eat hotdogs.)
(Ex: Although I like to play tennis, Ally likes to play basketball.)
Direction: Correctly punctuation the run-on sentences. If it is correct, write C beside it.
Answers will vary. Sentences can be corrected in several different ways.
1. The dress I bought for the prom is beautiful, but it was expensive.
2. The lead singer of the band quite; therefore, they cancelled their concert.
3. A deer streaked across the road in front of us. It almost got hit.
4. Sometimes I wish I was an adult; however, I also enjoy being a kid.
5. The new furniture looked great in my room, so I need a new bedspread now.
6. The collapse of the building was a surprise; nevertheless, everyone managed to escape.
7. It is always a good idea to prepare for a speech; it will make you be less nervous.
8. I ordered my new shirt online, and I got free shipping on it, too.
9. Painting is my passion; therefore, I make time to paint every day.
10. I saved money to go to Disney World; then, I spent it all on jewelry.
11. I do not enjoy fishing; nevertheless, I often go with my friends.
12. I went to the doctor yesterday, and he gave me two shots.
13. Everyone should know how to read. I can’t imagine not being able to read.
14. Our fence was damaged in the storm; therefore, we are getting a new one.
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